A Profile in Generosity:

Bob and Geni Van Iderstine

Sharing time, talent, and treasure

have selflessly shared their gifts

with the friars and students at the
St. Thomas More Newman Center at the
University of Oregon.

F or over 30 years, the Van Iderstines

How did you first come to know the
Dominican friars?

Someone suggested that we go to the

St. Thomas More Newman Center in
Eugene to hear the preaching. After
attending, we thought to ourselves, “I
think this is where we belong.” We don’t
have children, so the presence of the
students brought us joy.

Geni and Bob Van Iderstine with Fr. Pius Youn,
O.P,, at his diaconate ordination in 2017.

Was there a particular moment or
experience that deepened your connection
to the Dominicans?

During one of his homilies, Fr. Michael
Fones, O.P., said, “Our mission is not to be
passive observers but active participants
of the Gospel.” This became an “Ahal!”
moment for us! Fr. Michael has since
become a friend, and we’re grateful for
our time together.

When we speak about
offering our time, talent,
and treasure, it sounds
like you've shared all
three with the friars.
Would you be open to
telling us a little more
about that involvement?
Our Dominican friars
have called on us to
help in different ways
over the last thirty years and we’re happy ~ One of their favorite
to do it. One ministry we’ve been involved =~ memories is having
with is the engaged couples mentor six Dominican fria"f
program that Fr. Michael Fones, O.P,, on the altar for their
started. We’ve hosted Dominicans for 50th anniversary Mass

. . on July 6, 2024. They
dinner, taken them to lunch, driven fond b

) ; ondly remember

them to the airport. We re so happy to how each friar has
do this because it brings us joy. When influenced their lives
we hear that one of the friars used Uber, throughout the years.
we remind them that we are cheaper
than Uber!

Bob likes to cook, so he provides food
for students after Sunday night Mass and
during finals week. One of our favorite
things to do is to provide home-cooked
meals for college students who miss
being home.

We have been loyal supporters of the
Dominican friars since 1997. Over the
years, we’ve given to many apostolates
within the province. Supporting the
Dominicans has helped us become closer
to the Lord.

Why do you feel the Dominican mission is
important in the world today?

Today our world seems to be consumed

by a false truth. The Dominicans bring the
light and truth back to us in a troubled
world which, we all admit, we’re currently
facing. They’re dedicated to preaching the
Gospel with clarity and love, they’re very
prayerful, and they focus on seeking truth.

Our sincere gratitude is extended to all those who helped make this edition of the newsletter possible.
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